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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 



MEN AND MEASURES OF HALF A CENTURY. 

It cannot be otherwise than pleasant to sit at the feet of a wise and obser- 
vant man like the distinguished author of this handsome book,* and go over the 
ground traveled by him during an active and laborious fifty years of life. The 
tide of narrative flows evenly along these pages, and one gets the impression of 
being in the company of an exact and truthful historian. We have had an 
abundance of war books, and therefore the calm and frank opinions ot a civilian 
and statesman, who served his country faithfully during a most critical period of 
her history, is especially entitled to attention, and in this instance will in the main 
command approval and admiration. Mr. McCulloch writes from personal obser- 
vation and recollection only, and hence the scope of the work is much more 
limited than the title would suggest. Many men prominent in American affairs, 
to say nothing of other nations, are conspicuous by their absence from these 
chronicles. The author describes a circle radiating from himself as a centre, and 
abstains, perhaps wisely, from discussing either men or measures that do not 
revolve in some way around him. Thus the book is in no sense a history of the 
half century. A very large portion is occupied with personal opinions and judg- 
ments of men who figured prominently during the war, and it is only fair t<> say 
that in these estimates of men and measures he shows a kindly and sagacious 
spirit, though he does not throw much new light upon either. His d( f ense of 
General McClellan as a military commander is interesting and worthy of atten- 
tion. General Grant comes in for mingled praise and criticism, and the author 
has been at some pains to analyze the mental and moral fibre of that distin- 
guished man. One of the passages of the work to which, in our view, exception 
might be taken, is that in which he condemns the North American Review for 
certain articles on prominent public personages; but Mr. McCulloch is certainly 
entitled to his own opinions on that subject, and to the adoption of this method 
of expressing them. 

II. 

SCHOOLS OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT. 

The publication by Messrs. Lee & Shepard of the suggestive books written 
twenty-four years ago by Miss Frances Power Cobbe and entitled " Broken 
Lights,"+ is exceedingly timely. The recent controversy touching the Christian 

* " Men and Measures of Half a Century." Sketches and Comments. By Hugh McCulloch. 
Secretary of the Treasury in the Administrations of Presidents Lincoln, Johnson and Arthur, 
Charles Soribner's Sons. 

t " Broken Lights." An Inquiry into the present condition and future prospects of religion* 
iaith. By Frances Power Cobbe. 
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faith in the pages of this magazine has awakened wide and general interest, both 
among the clergy and laity, and opens the door for a freer discussion of funda- 
mental religious principles, both within and without the Church, than has for many 
years been tolerated in this country. The different schools of Christian thought 
and philosophy prevalent in England a quarter of a century ago still exist, with 
an increasing tendency towards liberalism, as it is sometimes called, and the free- 
dom of intellectual debate; and the division of parties sketched by Miss Cobbe is 
not at all inapplicable to this country, where, however, the lines of " orthodoxy" 
are still very finely laid down. Woe be to the clergyman in any of our "orthodox" 
American churches who should avow the principles of the " Essays and Reviews," 
or the party which our author describes as the Second Broad Church. The laity 
in America are content to follow implicitly the leadership of the clergy, and the 
palseologists, or adherents of the doctrine of a historical revelation and of the old 
theology, are strong and zealous for " the faith once delivered to the Saints." 
Nevertheless, many thoughtful men among our preachers and pastors already feel 
the foresbadowings and questionings indicated in this book, and are " biding the 
time" when they may speak with boldness words which, if spoken now, would as- 
suredly cause them to be driven ruthlessly from their posts. We have not space 
to discuss the points raised in tbis treatise, but can have nothing but respect for 
the calm, judicial, and spiritual tone of these essays. 

III. 

DR. A. H. BRADFORD'S SERMONS. 

The modest and manly preface to Dr. Amory H. Bradford's book of sermons 
lust issued * gives a feeling of expectancy to the reader which is not doomed to 
disappointment Dr. Bradford says that "a rational and credible idea of God" 
" cannot be taught in the schools," and that yet " on clear views of God hang the 
glory and usefulness of human life." What be proposes in these sermons is to 
make clear that " God has manifested himself in a form which can be understood 
by men." By this he means discerned by the spiritual understanding, for, of course, 
if it could be made clear to the intellect it could be taught in the schools— as it is 
in a sense, taught. This distinction is important, and leads on to the second great 
purpose in the author's mind, namely, to show that the " Deity is never far from 
humanity," and that " the spiritual life is the life of God manifesting itself through 
the spirits of men." This sufficiently indicates the range of thought in these dis- 
courses. Little stress is laid on dogmatic theology, but the lines of discussion run 
parallel with the received dogmas of the evangelical school. In the sermon on 
Conditions of Spiritual Sight, we find mentioned Purity of Heart, Sincerity, 
Obedience, Self-surrender. Among the characteristics of the theological thought 
of the age the preacher enumerates first, The Supremacy of Christ ; secondly, The 
Fatherhood of God ; thirdly, a tendency .*> discuss duration as distinct from the 
nature of future punishment ; and last'y, a return to the doctrine that Christ's 
Spirit is to abide in his disciples, leading them into all truth. The discourse on 
the Incarnation does not give a precise definition of that doctrine ; on the other 
hand, we are told that there is apparently the most sublime disregard in the Bible 
as to whether the Incarnation and the Atonement are understood or not. " In 
some unknown way" " omnipresent Deity manifested Himself through a human 
body." The reader will find in these sermons sensible and practical views of 

* " Spirit and Life : Thoughts for To-day." By Amory H. Bradford, D.D. Fords, Howard 
& Hurlbert. 
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